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57 ABSTRACT

A storage control apparatus includes: a copy processing unit
to perform a first copy process of copying, when receiving a
write request targeting on a write destination address with a
copy of a copy source volume to a copy destination volume
being not yet completed, write data of the write destination
address to the copy destination volume, and to perform a
second copy process, when executing a copy process of an
overall storage area of the copy source volume, according to
a copy sequence on a management area unit basis of manage-
ment areas into which the overall storage area is segmented;
and a copy sequence resetting unit to reset the copy sequences
on the basis of a reception timing of the write request received
during the second copy process by the copy processing unit
and a write destination address.

6 Claims, 15 Drawing Sheets
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1
STORAGE CONTROL APPARATUS FOR
COPYING VOLUME, AND COPYING
METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority of the prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-
217010, filed on Sep. 28, 2012, the entire contents of which
are incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

The present invention relates to a storage control apparatus,
a non-transitory computer-readable recording medium and a
copy method.

BACKGROUND

In enterprises etc., data in a storage device are periodically
copied (backed up) on a volume-by-volume basis (on a per
logical disk device basis), however, it is better to accept a
read/write request for the volume even during copying the
volume.

Further, when copying the volume, a copy of the data in the
volume at a point of time when starting the copy must be
generated. Therefore, a copy process for copying the volume
is a process of copying, when receiving the write request to a
storage area with the copy being not yet completed during
copying the volume, the data to be rewritten due to the write
request to at first a copy destination volume.

Specifically, the copy process involves, as schematically
illustrated in FIG. 1, interrupting the copy of the data when
receiving a write request 51 to the storage area with the copy
being not yet completed during copying the copy source
volume. The copy process further involves copying the data
on a storage area 52, to which the data are requested by the
write request 51 to be written, to a corresponding storage area
52' of a copy destination volume, and thereafter making a
response to the write request 51. Note that the phrase “making
the response to the write request 517 implies “writing the data
requested by the write request 51 to be written to the storage
area 52 and thereafter sending a write completion response to
a host”

Thereafter, the copy process involves resuming the inter-
rupted copy of the data (a process of copying only the not-
yet-copied data of the copy source volume to the copy desti-
nation volume).

Note that the copy process involves, when receiving the
write request to the already-copied storage area of the copy
source volume/read request to the copy source volume, tem-
porarily interrupting the copy of the data and resuming the
copy of the data after making the response to the write
request/read request. Further, the following are documents
pertaining to copy (backup)-related technologies.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS

Patent document 1: Japanese Patent Publication No. 2913840

Patent document 2: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open
Publication No. 09-325863

Patent document 3: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open
Publication No. 2010-66979

Patent document 4: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open
Publication No. 2011-2876

15

20

40

45

50

60

65

2

As described above, in the existing copy process, when
receiving the write request to the storage area with the copy
being not yet completed during the process underway, after
copying the data on the storage area to the copy destination
volume, the response to the write request is made.

Accordingly, the existing copy process is a process in
which an accessing user might feel that the response to the
write request is relatively slow. Moreover, if the copy of a
certain storage area is completed, the storage areas before and
after this storage area must be copied as a separate process.
Therefore, the existing copy process is more time-consuming
for completing the process than presumed.

SUMMARY

According to an aspect of the embodiments, a storage
control apparatus includes:

a copy processing unit to perform a first copy process of
copying, when receiving a write request targeting on a write
destination address with a copy of a copy source volume to a
copy destination volume being not yet completed, write data
of the write destination address to the copy destination vol-
ume, and to perform a second copy process, when executing
a copy process of an overall storage area of the copy source
volume, according to a copy sequence on a management area
unit basis of management areas into which the overall storage
area is segmented; and

a copy sequence resetting unit to reset the copy sequences
on the basis of a reception timing of the write request received
during the second copy process by the copy processing unit
and a write destination address.

According to another aspect of the embodiments, a non-
transitory computer-readable recording medium has stored
therein a program for causing a computer to execute a process
comprising:

performing a first copy process of copying, when receiving
a write request targeting on a write destination address with a
copy of a copy source volume to a copy destination volume
being not yet completed, write data of the write destination
address to the copy destination volume,

performing a second copy process, when executing a copy
process of an overall storage area of the copy source volume,
according to a copy sequence on a management area unit
basis of management areas into which the overall storage area
is segmented; and

resetting the copy sequences on the basis of a reception
timing of the write request received during the second copy
process and a write destination address.

According to still another aspect of the embodiments, a
copying method of copying data in a copy source volume to a
copy destination volume, includes:

performing, by a processor, a first copy process of copying,
when receiving a write request targeting on a write destina-
tion address with a copy of a copy source volume to a copy
destination volume being not yet completed, write data of the
write destination address to the copy destination volume,

performing, by the processor, a second copy process, when
executing a copy process of an overall storage area of the copy
source volume, according to a copy sequence on a manage-
ment area unit basis of management areas into which the
overall storage area is segmented; and

resetting, by the processor, the copy sequences on the basis
of'a reception timing of the write request received during the
second copy process and a write destination address.

The object and advantages of the invention will be realized
and attained by means of the elements and combinations
particularly pointed out in the claims.
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It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are not restrictive of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an explanatory diagram of an existing copy pro-
cess;

FIG. 2 is an explanatory diagram of functions of a storage
control apparatus according to a first embodiment;

FIG. 3 is an explanatory diagram of a configuration and a
usage mode of the storage control apparatus according to the
first embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a CPU in the storage control
apparatus according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 5 is an explanatory diagram of copy condition infor-
mation;

FIG. 6 is an explanatory diagram of a management area;

FIG. 7 is an explanatory diagram of a write request occur-
rence status management map,

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of a map generating process;

FIG. 9 is a flowchart of a periodical copy process;

FIG.10is a flowchart ofa copy sequence resetting process;

FIG. 11 is an explanatory diagram of the write request
occurrence status management map,

FIG. 12A is an explanatory diagram (part 1) of a procedure
of determining copy sequences in the copy sequence resetting
process;

FIG. 12B is an explanatory diagram (part 2) of the proce-
dure of determining the copy sequences in the copy sequence
resetting process;

FIG. 12C is an explanatory diagram (part 3) of the proce-
dure of determining the copy sequences in the copy sequence
resetting process;

FIG. 13 is an explanatory diagram of an occurrence pattern
of a write request to a volume in the copy process underway;

FIG. 14 is a flowchart of a second copy sequence resetting
process executed by the CPU in the storage control apparatus
according to a second embodiment;

FIG. 15A is an explanatory diagram (part 1) of the proce-
dure of determining the copy sequences in the second copy
sequence resetting process;

FIG. 15B is an explanatory diagram (part 2) of the proce-
dure of determining the copy sequences in the second copy
sequence resetting process; and

FIG. 16 is an explanatory diagram of sizes of the respective
management area and the copy sequences thereof in the sec-
ond copy sequence resetting process.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the present invention will hereinafter be
described in detail with reference to the drawings.

First Embodiment

An outline of a storage control apparatus 10 according to a
first embodiment will hereinafter be described with reference
to FIGS. 2 and 3.

As illustrated in FIG. 2, the storage control apparatus 10
according to the first embodiment is an apparatus used (oper-
ated) in the way of being connected to one or more (normally
a plurality of) drive enclosures (DE) 3 and one or more hosts
40. The storage control apparatus 10 includes two number of
host I/Fs 11, a cache memory 12, a CPU (Central Processing
Unit) 13, a memory 14 and two number of DE-I/Fs 15.
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Each DE 30 connected to the storage control apparatus 10
is a device having a plurality of built-in drives (disk drives or
solid-state drives).

The host I/F 11 and the DE-1/F 15 equipped in the storage
control apparatus 10 are respectively interface units for per-
forming communications between the host 40 and the DE 30.

The cache memory 12 is a memory provided within the
storage control apparatus 10 in order to enable a fast response
to an access request given from the host 40. The memory 14
is a main memory of the storage control apparatus 10.

The CPU 13 is a unit that makes the drives within some
number of DEs 30 connected to the self storage control appa-
ratus 10 function as a plurality of volumes by executing a
storage control program 17 (and OS (Operating System: unil-
lustrated)). This CPU 13, upon being started up, reads the
storage control program 17 (and the OS) from a system vol-
ume (“Sys”) onto the memory 14 and executes the program
17 according to a program (firmware) on a nonvolatile
memory (unillustrated) within the storage control apparatus
10.

The CPU 13 executing the storage control program 17 has
a function of starting, for example, as illustrated in FIG. 3, a
copy process about a volume A from 20:00 p.m. on every
weekday of every week, starting the copy process about a
volume B from 12:00 p.m. on every Saturday and starting the
copy process about a volume C from 6:00 a.m. on every
Sunday according to setting (copy condition information 18
on the memory 14; details thereof will be described later on).
Note that the copy process executed by the CPU 13 is a
process of preparing a copy of data at the point of time when
starting the copy process within a copy destination volume
while making the response to the access request given from
the host 40 for a copy source volume. In other words, the copy
process executed by the CPU 13 is such a process that the data
on a storage area have no alternative but to be copied to the
copy destination volume before making a response to a write
request in the case of receiving the write request to a storage
area with the copy not yet completed in the copy source
volume.

A configuration and an operation of the storage control
apparatus 10 according to the first embodiment will be
described further specifically based on a premise of what has
been explained above. Note that in the following discussion,
the host 40 and a computer for the setting operation, which is
connected to the storage control apparatus 10, will be termed
the host 40 etc. Further, a person (an administrator etc. of the
storage control apparatus 10) authorized to conduct the set-
ting for the storage control apparatus 10 will be referred to as
a user.

FIG. 4 illustrates a function block diagram of the CPU 13
within the storage control apparatus 10. As illustrated in FI1G.
4, the CPU 13 (executing the storage control program 17)
within the storage control apparatus 10 functions as a user
interface unit 21 (which will hereinafter be abbreviated to the
UT unit 21), a copy processing unit 22 and a copy sequence
resetting unit 23.

The UT unit 21 is a unit (function block) that acquires a
setting instruction of various items of information and an
execution instruction of a variety of processes from the user
by displaying a screen etc. for setting copy schedule/map
generating condition information on a display of the host 40
etc.

The copy schedule/map generating condition information,
which can be set by the user in a way that exploits this Ul unit
21 (and the host 40 etc.), is the information containing five
types of information given below.
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Identifying information of the copy source volume (which
will hereinafter be referred to also as a copy source ID);

Identifying information of the copy destination volume to
which the data in the copy source volume are copied (which
will hereinafter be referred to also as a copy destination ID);

Schedule specifying information for specifying a schedule
(such as “from 12:00 on Saturday of every week™) on which
to copy the copy source volume;

Extraction count (that is an integer of 1 or larger); and

Segmentation count (that is an integer of 2 or larger).

The following is a description of an operation of the UT unit
21 in a case where the user sets the new copy schedule/map
generating condition information. Note that in the following
description, respective items of element information in the
copy schedule/map generating condition information set by
the user are termed a processing target copy source 1D, a
processing target segmentation count, etc. Further, the copy
source volume having the processing target copy source ID is
referred to as a processing target volume.

The user sets the new copy schedule/map generating con-
dition information, in which case the UI unit 21 at first gen-
erates copy condition information 18 and a write request
occurrence status management map 19 with respect to the
processing target volume on the memory 14.

The copy condition information 18 is, as schematically
illustrated in FIG. 5, the information containing the respective
items of element information of the copy schedule/map gen-
erating condition information set by the user and plural pieces
(five pieces in FIG. 5) of management area information.

When generating this copy condition information 18, the
UT unit 21 generates, to begin with, the copy condition infor-
mation 18 containing only the element information in the
copy schedule/map generating condition information set by
the user on the memory 14.

Subsequently, the UT unit 21 calculates an address range of
each of the management areas about the processing target
volume from the processing target segmentation count and
from a capacity of the processing target volume (the copy
source volume having the processing target copy source ID).
Herein, the “management area” connotes each of the storage
areas obtained by segmenting an overall storage area of the
processing target volume by the same number as the process-
ing target segmentation count into storage areas each having
substantially an equal size. To be specific, for example, if the
processing target segmentation count is “5”, the Ul unit 21, as
schematically depicted in FIG. 6, segments the overall stor-
age area of the processing target volume by 5 into the five
storage areas (management areas) each having substantially
the equal size, and obtains top addresses a-d of the second
through fifth storage areas. Then, the Ul unit 21 calculates the
address ranges (the address 0 through the addresses a-1, the
address a through the address b-1, etc.) of the respective
management areas from the obtained top addresses a-d and
the top and final addresses of the processing target volume.

Thereafter, the UI unit 21 adds, to the processing target
copy condition information 18, management area informa-
tionk containing the address range of ak-th management area
counted from the top side of the processing target volume and
a copy sequence k (the copy sequence having a value named
“k”) with respect to each k-value from “1” to the processing
target segmentation count.

The write request occurrence status management map 19
generated on the memory 14 together with the copy condition
information 18 by the Ul unit 21, is a map (table) having a
structure (data structure) as illustrated in FIG. 7.

This write request occurrence status management map 19
illustrated in FIG. 7 is the map generated on the memory 14
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when the processing target segmentation count is “5”. That is,
the write request occurrence status management map 19 has a
structure capable of storing, on a per management area basis,
the number of write requests (write request count) for each
management area that are received from the host 40 within a
time segment with respect to each of time segments 1-5
(details thereof will be described later on) of which a time
segment count is the same as the processing target segmen-
tation count. In the case of setting the new copy schedule/map
generating condition information, the UI unit 21 generates,
on the memory 14, a null write request occurrence status
management map 19 (“null” representing that n,_, values in
FIG. 7 are all “0”) associated with the processing target copy
source ID.

The UT unit 21, which has generated the copy condition
information 18 with respect to the processing target volume
and the write request occurrence status management map 19
on the memory 14, notifies the copy processing unit 22 of a
map generating process request containing the processing
target copy ID. Then, the UI unit 21 finishes the process for
the newly-set copy schedule/map generating condition infor-
mation.

Note that the UT unit 21, if the user changes the contents
(the schedule specifying information, the segmentation
count, etc.) of the copy condition information 18, regenerates
the copy condition information 18 and the write request
occurrence status management map 19, and thereafter noti-
fies the copy processing unit 22 of the map generating process
request. Further, the Ul unit 21, if the user gives an instruction
of re-executing the map generating process with respect to a
certain copy source volume, clears each of the write request
counts to “0” in the write request occurrence status manage-
ment map 19 with respect to the copy source volume, and
thereafter notifies the copy processing unit 22 of the map
generating process request containing the identifying infor-
mation of the copy source volume.

Moreover, the Ul unit 21, if the user gives an instruction of
deleting the copy condition information 18 with respect to a
certain copy source volume, at first erases the copy condition
information 18 about the copy source volume and the write
request occurrence status management map 19 from on the
memory 14. Then, the Ul unit 21 notifies the copy processing
unit 22 of a copy process halt request containing the identi-
fying information of the copy source volume.

A function of the copy processing unit 22 will hereinafter
be described. Note that the copy sequence resetting unit 23,
which will be described later on, is a unit configured to notify
the copy processing unit 22 of a copy process starting request
containing the copy source ID as the case may be. Therefore,
herein, the operations of the copy processing unit 22 shall be
explained in the case of being notified of the map generating
process request, the copy process starting request and the
copy process halt request in this sequence.

Operation in Response to Map Generating Process Request

When the notification of the map generating process
request is given from the Ul unit 21, the copy processing unit
22 at first reads the copy condition information 18 containing
the same copy source 1D as the copy source ID contained in
the map generating process request from the memory 14. The
copy source volume having the copy source ID contained in
the map generating process request will hereinafter be
referred to as the processing target volume. Further, the
respective items of information in the processing target copy
condition information 18, which are read by the copy pro-
cessing unit 22 from the memory 14, are termed schedule
information, management area information, etc. with respect
to the processing target volume.
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Subsequently, the copy processing unit 22 starts the map
generating process in the procedure illustrated in FIG. 8 with
respect to the processing target volume. Note that this map
generating process is a process started by the copy processing
unit 22 each time the map generating process request is given.

As depicted in FIG. 8, the copy processing unit 22, which
has started the map generating process for the processing
target volume, at first initializes a statistic information extrac-
tion count to “0” that is defined as a variable for storing the
execution count of the process in step S103 (step S101).

Thereafter, the copy processing unit 22 stands by till reach-
ing a copy start date and time (see FIG. 3) of the processing
target volume on the basis of the schedule specifying infor-
mation about the processing target volume (step S102; NO).
Then, the copy processing unit 22, when reaching the copy
starting date and time of the processing target volume (step
S102; YES), executes a map update/management area unit
copy process in step S103.

Contents of the map update/management area unit copy
process will hereinafter be described. Note that in the follow-
ing discussion, the management area k (k=1 to segmentation
count) connotes the storage area of the processing target
volume in which the address range and the copy sequence are
specified by each piece of management area information k
with respect to the processing target volume.

The copy processing unit 22, which has started the map
update/management area unit copy process, at first sets “1” in
a present copy sequence defined as a variable for storing the
copy sequence of the management area (in the copying pro-
cess underway) about which the copy is to be started from
now. Moreover, the copy processing unit 22 sets “1” in a
present segment number defined as a variable for storing a
segment number (which is “j” of the time segment j) of the
time segment (the details thereof will be described later on) to
which the present time belongs.

Subsequently, the copy processing unit 22 starts a manage-
ment area copy process of copying the data on the manage-
ment area with the copy sequence being coincident with the
present copy sequence to the copy destination volume.

When in this management area copy process, the copy
processing unit 22 performs also a process of monitoring
whether the access request is transmitted from the host 40.
Then, the copy processing unit 22, when receiving the access
request, processes the received access request basically in the
same procedure as the processing procedure by the CPU in
the existing storage control apparatus.

To be specific, the copy processing unit 22, when receiving
the write request to the storage area with the copy being not
yet completed, copies the data on the storage area to the copy
destination volume, and thereafter makes a response to the
write request. In this case, the copy processing unit 22
executes also a process of storing a purport that the copying of
the data on the storage area is completed (a purport that the
data on the storage area is inhibited from being copied again).
Further, the copy processing unit 22, when receiving another
access request (a read request, a write request to the already-
copied storage area), makes the response to the received
access request without copying the data to the copy destina-
tion volume.

Thus, the copy processing unit 22 processes the received
access request basically in the same procedure as the process-
ing procedure by the CPU in the existing storage control
apparatus. The copy processing unit 22, however, executes
also a process of adding, if the received access request is the
write request, “1” to the write request count associated with
the write destination management area of the write request
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and with the time segment having the present segment num-
ber on the write request occurrence status management map
19.

In the case of completing the management area copy pro-
cess for a certain management area, the copy processing unit
22 adds “1” to each of the present copy sequence and the
present segment number. Then, the copy processing unit 22
starts the management area copy process for the management
area with the copy sequence being coincident with the present
copy sequence. Note that as obvious from the description give
so far, each of the time segments in the write request occur-
rence status management map 19 (FIG. 7) corresponds to a
time range extending from a start of the copy of a certain
management area to an end thereof.

The copy processing unit 22 iterates the processes
described above, thereby copying the data on the overall
management areas (i.e., all the data within the processing
target volume) to the copy destination volume. Then, the copy
processing unit 22, which has finished copying the data on the
overall management areas to the copy destination volume,
terminates the map update/management area unit copy pro-
cess (FIG. 8, step S103).

The copy processing unit 22, which has terminated the map
update/management area unit copy process, increments the
statistic information extraction count by “1” (step S104).

Thereafter, the copy processing unit 22 determines
whether the statistic information extraction count with its
value being update (the extraction count in FIG. 8) is coinci-
dent with the extraction count (the setting count in FIG. 8)
with respect to the processing target volume or not (step
S105). If the two counts are not coincident with each other
(step S105; NO), the copy processing unit 22 loops back to
step S102 and stands by till reaching the copy starting date
and time of the next time.

The copy processing unit 22, when the statistic information
extraction count gets coincident with the extraction count
related to the processing target volume (step S105; YES)
terminates this map generating process.

Then, the copy processing unit 22, which has terminated
the map generating process, notifies the copy sequence reset-
ting unit 23 of a copy sequence resetting request containing
the processing target copy source ID.

Operation in Response to Copy Process Start Request

When the notification of the copy process start request is
given from the copy sequence resetting unit 23, the copy
processing unit 22 reads from the memory 14 the copy con-
dition information 18 containing the same copy source ID as
the copy source ID contained in the copy process start request.
Similarly to when making the discussion on the map gener-
ating process request, the copy source volume having the
copy source ID contained in the copy process start request
will hereinafter be referred to as the processing target volume.
Furthermore, the respective items of information in the copy
condition information 18 read from the memory 14 by the
copy processing unit 22 will be termed schedule information,
management area information, etc. with respect to the pro-
cessing target volume.

The copy processing unit 22, which has read the schedule
information etc. with respect to the processing target volume
from the memory 14, starts a periodical copy process in the
sequence illustrated in FIG. 9. Note that this periodical copy
process is, similarly to the map generating process, a process
started by the copy processing unit 22 for every copy process
start request.

As depicted in FIG. 9, the copy processing unit 22, which
has started the periodical copy process, at first stands by till
reaching the copy starting date and time of the processing
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target volume on the basis of the schedule specifying infor-
mation on the processing target volume (step S111; NO).

The copy processing unit 22, when reaching the copy start-
ing date and time of the processing target volume (step S111;
YES), executes a management area unit copy process in step
S112.

This management area unit copy process is a process into
which the process related to the write request occurrence
status management map 19 is removed from the map update/
management area unit copy process.

Namely, the copy processing unit 22, which has started the
management area unit copy process, sets “1” in the present
copy sequence defined as the variable for storing the copy
sequence of the management area about which the copy is to
be started from now.

Subsequently, the copy processing unit 22 starts the man-
agement area copy process of copying the data on the man-
agement area with the copy sequence being coincident with
the present copy sequence to the copy destination volume.

When in this management area copy process, the copy
processing unit 22 performs also the process of monitoring
whether the access request is transmitted from the host 40.
Then, the copy processing unit 22, when receiving the access
request, processes the received access request in the same
procedure as the processing procedure by the CPU in the
existing storage control apparatus.

To be specific, the copy processing unit 22, when receiving
the write request to the storage area with the copy being not
yet completed, copies the data on the storage area to the copy
destination volume, and thereafter makes a response to the
write request. In this case, the copy processing unit 22
executes also the process of storing the purport that the copy-
ing of the data on the storage area is completed. Further, the
copy processing unit 22, when receiving another access
request (the read request, the write request to the already-
copied storage area), makes the response to the received
access request without copying the data to the copy destina-
tion volume.

In the case of completing the management area copy pro-
cess for a certain management area, the copy processing unit
22 adds “1” in the present copy sequence. Then, the copy
processing unit 22 starts the management area copy process
for the management area with the copy sequence being coin-
cident with the present copy sequence.

The copy processing unit 22 repeats the processes
described above, thereby copying the data on the overall
management areas to the copy destination volume. Then, the
copy processing unit 22, which has finished copying the data
on the overall management areas to the copy destination
volume, terminates the management area unit copy process
(step S112), then loops back to step S111 and stands by till
reaching the copy starting date and time of the processing
target volume.

Operation in Response to Copy Process Halt Request

In the case of receiving notification of a copy process halt
request from the Ul unit 21, the copy processing unit 22 halts
the process (which is normally the periodical copy process in
FIG. 9 orthe map generating process in FIG. 8 as the case may
be) being carried out for the copy source volume having the
copy source ID contained in the copy process halt request.

An operation of the copy sequence resetting unit 23 will
hereinafter be described.

As already explained, the copy processing unit 22, which
has terminated the map generating process (FIG. 8), notifies
the copy sequence resetting unit 23 of a copy sequence reset-
ting request containing the processing target copy source 1D.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

The copy sequence resetting unit 23, which has been noti-
fied of the copy sequence resetting request from the copy
processing unit 22, executes a copy sequence resetting pro-
cess in the procedure illustrated in FIG. 10.

That is, the copy sequence resetting unit 23 being notified
of the copy sequence resetting request, at first, initializes
multiple variables used in the subsequent processes (step
S201).

The variables initialized in this step S201 include a new
copy sequence and a status flag with respect to each manage-
ment area of the copy source volume (which will hereinafter
be referred to as the processing target volume) having the
copy source ID contained in the copy sequence resetting
request. The new copy sequence is a value that is changed in
the copy sequence from the highest quality to the lowest with
respect to the associated management area in the copy
sequence resetting process, and the status flag is a value (flag)
for managing as to whether the copy sequence of the associ-
ated management area is established or not. In step S201, the
new copy sequence related to each management area is ini-
tialized to the copy sequence (the copy sequence in each piece
of management area information in the copy condition infor-
mation 18 on the processing target volume) at that point of
time with respect to each management area. Furthermore, the
value of the status flag related to each management area is
initialized to “unestablished” (e.g., “0”) indicating that the
copy sequence is not yet established. The management area
with the value of the status flag being set to “unestablished”
will hereinafter be referred to as a time segment unestablished
management area.

The copy sequence resetting unit 23, which has finished the
process in step S201, refers to the write request occurrence
status management map 19 pertaining to the processing target
volume, thus searching for the time segment unestablished
management area in which the write request occurs before/
during copying the data (step S202). Herein, the phrase
“before/during copying the data” connotes “before or during
executing the copy about the self management area”. Further,
the process in step S202 is a process of searching for the time
segment unestablished management area satisfying the con-
dition described above in an ascending sequence of the
present copy sequence.

If the time segment unestablished management area satis-
fying the condition described above can be searched for (step
S203; YES), the copy sequence resetting unit 23 determines
whether the present copy sequence of the searched manage-
ment area (which will hereinafter be simply termed a
searched area) is “1” or not (step S204). In other words, in this
step S204, the copy sequence resetting unit 23 determines
whether or not the time segment in which to execute the copy
of the searched area is a time segment 1 defined as the first
time segment.

If the present copy sequence of the searched area is “1”
(step S204; YES), the copy sequence resetting unit 23
changes the value of the status flag of the searched area to
“established” (e.g., “1”) indicating a purport that the copy
sequence is established (step S210). Thereafter, the copy
sequence resetting unit 23 restarts the processes from step
S202.

Whereas if the present copy sequence of the searched area
is not “1” (step S204; NO), the copy sequence resetting unit
23 determines whether a write request non-occurrence period
exists or not (step S205). Herein, the “write request non-
occurrence period” connotes a series of continuous time seg-
ments starting from the time segment 1 (only the time seg-
ment 1, time segments 1-2, time segments 1-3, etc.) in which
the write request for the searched area does not yet occur.
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If the write request non-occurrence period does not exist
(step S205; NO), the copy sequence resetting unit 23 speci-
fies, as a substitute area, the time segment unestablished area
in which the copy is performed in the earliest time segment
before the time segment where the copy of the searched area
is conducted (which will hereinafter be termed a “focused
time segment”) (step S208). Note that the process in this step
S208 is a process of specifying the searched area itself as the
substitute area as the case may be.

The copy sequence resetting unit 23, which has finished the
process in step S208, replaces the present copy sequence of
the searched area with the present copy sequence of the sub-
stitute area (step S209). Then, the copy sequence resetting
unit 23 restarts the processes from step S202 onward after
changing the status flag of the searched area to “established”
(step S210).

Whereas if the write request non-occurrence period exists
(step S205; YES), the copy sequence resetting unit 23 speci-
fies, as the substitute area, the time segment unestablished
management area in which to perform copying in the latest
time segment during the write request non-occurrence period
(step S206).

As apparent from the content of the already-explained
portion of the copy sequence resetting process (the process in
FIG. 10), the process in step S206 is the process of being
disabled from specifying the time segment unestablished
management area (i.e., the substitute area) satisfying the con-
dition described above as the case may be.

The copy sequence resetting unit 23, if the substitute area
can be specified (step S207; YES), performs the processes
from step S209 onward. Moreover, the copy sequence reset-
ting unit 23, whereas if the substitute area cannot be specified
(step S207; NO), specifies the substitute area by executing the
already-explained process in step S208, and thereafter carries
out the processes from step S209 onward.

The copy sequence resetting unit 23, if the search in the
process of step S202 gets into a failure (step S203; NO),
rewrites the copy sequence in the management area informa-
tion in the copy condition information 18 with respect to the
processing target volume to a new copy sequence of the
management area (step S211). Then, the copy sequence reset-
ting unit 23, after finishing this copy sequence resetting pro-
cess, notifies the copy processing unit 22 of the copy process
start request containing the processing target copy source ID.

The copy processing unit 22 notified of the copy process
start request reads, as already explained, the copy condition
information 18 containing the same copy source 1D as the
copy source ID contained in the copy process start request
from the memory 14, and starts the periodical copy process
with the content corresponding to the readout information.
Accordingly, when copying the processing target volume
next time, it follows that the management area copy process
with respect to each management area is conducted in the
sequence different from the sequence when in the map gen-
erating process.

The content of the copy sequence resetting process (FIG.
10) will hereinafter be described in greater detail.

Such a case is considered that a table having contents
illustrated in FIG. 11 is generated as the write request occur-
rence status management map 19 with respect to a certain
volume in the map generating process executed for the first
time.

As already described, the map generating process (FIG. 8)
is a process executed in a status where the copy sequence of
the management area k (k=1 through the set segmentation
count) is k when executed for the first time. Further, in step
S201 of the copy sequence resetting process (FIG. 10), the
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new copy sequence about each management area is initialized
to the copy sequence at that point of time with respect to each
management area. Moreover, in step S201, the status flag
indicating a status of each management area (indicating
whether the copy sequence is established or not) is initialized
to “unestablished” indicating the purport that the copy
sequence is not yet established.

Accordingly, it is feasible to express, as in FIG. 12A, the
new copy sequence (=the copy sequence when in the map
generating process) of each management area and the status
when completing the process in step S201 and the contents
(FIG. 8) of the write request occurrence status management
map 19. Note that FIG. 12A and FIGS. 12B, 12C, which will
be illustrated later on, are diagrams in which the symbol “x”
within a frame associated with the management area X (X=1
through 5) and the time segmentY (Y=1 through 5) represents
an occurrence of one write request with respect to the storage
area in the management area X within the time segment Y.
Further, FIGS. 12A-12C are the diagrams each representing
that the copy of the management area X is conducted in the
time segment Y in a way that applies the half-tone dot mesh-
ing to within the frame associated with the management area
X and the time segment Y.

Then, the process in step S202 executed after the process in
step S201 is the process of searching for the time segment
unestablished management area with the occurrence of the
write request before/during copying the data in the ascending
sequence of the present copy sequence. Accordingly, the
management area 3 is searched for when executing the pro-
cess in step S202 for the first time. Then, the management
area 3 can be searched for (step S203; YES), and hence it is
determined in step S204 whether the present copy sequence
of the searched area (the management area 3) is “1” or not.

The process (determination) in step S205 is executed
because of the present copy sequence of the management area
3 being “3”, and the write request non-occurrence period is
searched for (the continuous time segments starting from the
time segment 1, in which the write request to the searched
area does not occur).

In this case (FIG. 12A), the write request non-occurrence
period does not exist, and hence the process in step S208 is
executed. Then, the focused time segment (the time segment
in which the copy of the searched area is carried out) is the
time segment 3, so that the management area 1 defined as “the
time segment unestablished management area in which to
perform copying in the earliest time segment before the
focused time segment”, is searched for as the substitute area.

Thereafter, the present copy sequence of the searched area
is replaced with the present copy sequence of the substitute
area (step S209). Namely, the present copy sequence of the
searched area (the management area 3), which is kept to be
“3” so far, is changed to “1”, while the present copy sequence
of the substitute area (the management area 1), which is kept
to be “1” so far, is changed to “3”.

Then, the value of the status flag of the searched area (the
management area 3) is changed to “established” (step S201).
Accordingly, it follows that there is generated a state where
the present copy sequences of the management areas 1-5
become those illustrated in FIG. 12B.

Thereafter, the process in step S202 is executed again,
however, the copy sequence of the management area 3 has
already been established, and hence the management area 4 is
searched for in step S202 of the second time. Then, it is
determined in step S204 whether the present copy sequence
of the searched area (the management area 4) is “1” or not,
however, the present copy sequence of the management area
4 is “4” at that point of time. Therefore, the write request
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non-occurrence period is searched for (the continuous time
segments starting from the time segment 1, in which the write
request to the searched area does not occur).

If the contents of the write request occurrence status man-
agement map 19 are those illustrated in FIG. 12B (FIG. 11),
the time segments 1-3 are the continuous time segments start-
ing from the time segment 1, in which the write request to the
searched area (the management area 4) does not occur. That
is, since the write request non-occurrence period exists, the
management area 1 defined as “the time segment unestab-
lished management area in which to perform copying in the
latest time segment during the write request non-occurrence
period” is specified as the substitute area.

Then, the substitute area can be specified (step S207; YES),
the present copy sequence “4” of the searched area (the man-
agement area 4) is replaced with the present copy sequence
“3” of the substitute area (the management area 1) (step
S209). Subsequently, the value of the status flag of the
searched area (the management area 4) is changed to “estab-
lished” (step S210), and hence eventually it follows that there
is generated a state where the present copy sequences of the
management areas 1-5 become those illustrated in FIG. 12C.

Thereafter, the process in step S202 is executed again,
however, the state illustrated in FIG. 12C is a state of having
no existence of the time segment unestablished management
area in which the write request occurs before/during copying
the data. Therefore, a divergence to the “NO” side is made in
step S203, and the new copy sequence of each management
area is stored as element information of the copy condition
information 18 related to the processing target volume in step
S211. Then, upon completing this copy sequence resetting
process, the copy processing unit 22 is notified of the copy
process start request about the processing target volume.
Accordingly, the storage control apparatus 10 comes to a state
of copying, when copying the processing target volume next
time, the respective management areas in the processing tar-
get volume in the sequence depicted in FIG. 12C, i.e., “the
management area 3—the management area 2—the manage-
ment area 4—the management area 1—=the management area
5”. This sequence “the management area 3—the management
area 2—the management area 4—the management area
1—the management area 5” is a sequence having a higher
possibility that the copy of the target area of the write request
received after generating the map will have already been
completed than the original sequence (FIG. 12A) if the recep-
tion pattern (the reception count in each time segment) of the
write request on which the map is generated based is the same
as the reception pattern of the write request after generating
the map. Namely, the available sequence is the sequence
improved so that the write request count to the storage area
with the copy being not yet completed in the statics when in
the map generating process is less than the write request count
in the statics when in the previous map generating process.

For example, by way a tendency of utilizing the storage
device, as schematically illustrated in FIG. 13, the write
request to the volume in the copy process underway is fre-
quently given at the same timing (time period). Moreover,
because of immediateness among the addresses of the write
destinations of the write requests at the respective timings in
many cases, if using the storage control apparatus 10 accord-
ing to the first embodiment, it follows that the volume can be
copied (backed up) in such a form that malfunctions derived
from receiving the write request to the storage area with the
copy being not yet completed, e.g., an interruption of the copy
process, a delay of response to the write request due to a
standby for completing the copy process, etc. are hard to
occur.
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Second Embodiment

The storage control apparatus according to a second
embodiment is what the storage control apparatus 10 accord-
ing to the first embodiment discussed above is modified soft-
warewise. Therefore, the following discussion will be
focused on different portions between an operation of the
storage control apparatus 10 according to the second embodi-
ment and the operation of the storage control apparatus 10
according to the first embodiment in a way that uses the same
reference numerals and symbols as those employed when
describing the storage control apparatus 10 of the first
embodiment.

The storage control apparatus 10 according to the second
embodiment involves adopting a storage control program 17
for making the copy sequence resetting unit 23 (CPU 13)
execute a second copy sequence resetting process illustrated
in FIG. 14 by way of the copy sequence resetting process
(FIG. 10).

Processes in steps S301-S310 of this second copy sequence
resetting process have the same contents as those of the pro-
cesses in steps S201-S210 of the copy sequence resetting
process (FIG. 10).

The second copy sequence resetting process involves,
however, executing a process having the following content in
step S311 if failing to search for the time segment unestab-
lished management area with the occurrence of the write
request before/during copying the data (step S303; NO).

If failing to search for the time segment unestablished
management area with the occurrence of the write request
before/during copying the data, the copy sequence resetting
unit 23 at first determines in step S311 whether joinable
management areas exist in the management areas of the pro-
cessing target volume or not. Herein, “the joinable manage-
ment areas” connote the continuous management areas (two
or more management areas) with the new copy sequences
being consecutive within the processing target volume.

If there are none of the joinable management areas, the
copy sequence resetting unit 23 performs a process (not illus-
trated) of replacing the copy sequences within the respective
pieces of management area information in the copy condition
information 18 on the processing target volume with new
copy sequences of the individual management areas. Then,
the copy sequence resetting unit 23, after finishing the second
copy sequence resetting process, notifies the copy processing
unit 22 of the copy process start request containing the pro-
cessing target copy source 1D.

Whereas if there are some pairs of joinable management
areas, the copy sequence resetting unit 23 changes the number
and contents of pieces of management area information in the
copy condition information 18 on the processing target vol-
ume so that each pair of management areas are dealt with as
one management area.

To be specific, such a case is considered that the new copy
sequences and the statuses of the respective management
areas when completing the process in step S301 and the
contents of the write request occurrence status management
map 19, are expressed as in FIG. 15A. In this case, the copy
sequences of the respective management areas are changed as
illustrated in FIG. 15B, and thereafter it follows that the
divergence to the “NO” side is made in step S303.

Then, ifthe copy sequences of the management areas are as
illustrated in FIG. 15B, it follows that the management area 1
and the management area 2 are the joinable management
areas (the continuous management areas with the new copy
sequences being consecutive in the processing target vol-
ume).
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Accordingly, the copy sequence resetting unit 23 deter-
mines in step S311 that there are the joinable management
areas. Then, the copy sequence resetting unit 23 obtains an
address range of a new management area 1 (the management
area+the management area 2) from the address ranges of the
joinable management areas, i.e., the address ranges of the
management area 1 and the management area 2. Further, the
copy sequence resetting unit 23 temporarily sets the copy
sequence of the new management area 1 as any one (the
smaller copy sequence in the second embodiment) of the copy
sequence of the management area 1 and the copy sequence of
the management area 2.

Subsequently, the copy sequence resetting unit 23 renum-
bers the copy sequence of the new management area 1 and the
copy sequences of the old management areas (non-integrated
management areas) 3-5 to the copy sequences starting from
“1” in the sequence of magnitude thereof. Thereafter, the
copy sequence resetting unit 23, after deleting five pieces of
management area information in the copy condition informa-
tion 18 on the processing target volume, adds the manage-
ment area information containing the address range and the
renumbered copy sequence of the new management area 1,
and the management area information containing the address
ranges and the renumbered copy sequences of the old man-
agement areas 3-5 to the copy condition information 18.

Then, the copy sequence resetting unit 23, after finishing
the process in step S311 and the second copy sequence reset-
ting process, notifies the copy processing unit 22 of the copy
process start request containing the processing target copy
source ID.

Therefore, when the copy processing unit 22 executes the
management area unit copy process, as schematically illus-
trated in FIG. 16, it follows that the respective management
areas are copied in the sequence such as “the new manage-
ment area 1—>the new management area 4—the new manage-
ment area 2—the new management area 3” that are approxi-
mately twice in size as large as other management areas.

As apparent from the description made so far, the storage
control apparatus 10 according to the second embodiment is
the apparatus configured to reduce the number of the man-
agement areas to a greater degree when setting. Then, the
management area unit copy process having the content
described above is completed in a shorter period of time
generally in the case of the smaller number of management
areas. Accordingly, the storage control apparatus 10 accord-
ing to the second embodiment can be said to be the apparatus
superior to the storage control apparatus 10 according to the
first embodiment to that degree.
<<Modified Mode>>

The storage control apparatus 10 according to each of the
embodiments discussed above can be modified in a variety of
forms. For example, the content/processing procedure of the
copy sequence resetting process (FIGS. 10, 14) may be con-
trive to set such sequences as to increase the possibility that
the copy of the target area of the write request received after
generating the map will have already been completed.

It may be sufficient for the configuration to be just
improved so that the write request count with respect to the
storage area with the copy being not yet completed in the
statistics when in the map generating process is less than the
write request count in the statistics when in the previous map
generating process.

Accordingly, the copy sequence resetting process can be
modified to a process (e.g., a process of obtaining total write
request counts with respect to the storage areas with the
copies being not yet completed about overall permutations of
the copy sequences and selecting the permutation of the copy
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sequences with the least total write request count) different in
terms of the specific content/processing procedure described
above.

A further contrivance is that particularly the small write
request counts (e.g., 1, 2) on the write request occurrence
status management map 19 about the processing target vol-
ume can be also changed to “0” in steps S201, S301 of the
copy sequence resetting process.

Moreover, the storage control apparatus 10 according to
each of the embodiments is the apparatus configured so that
the CPU 13 functions as the copy processing unit 22, the copy
sequence resetting unit 23, etc. and can be, as a matter of
course, modified to an apparatus including hardware func-
tioning as the copy processing unit 22 and hardware function-
ing as the copy sequence resetting unit 23, separately.

All examples and conditional language provided herein are
intended for the pedagogical purposes of aiding the reader in
understanding the invention and the concepts contributed by
the inventor to further the art, and are not to be construed as
limitations to such specifically recited examples and condi-
tions, nor does the organization of such examples in the
specification relate to a showing of the superiority and infe-
riority of the invention. Although one or more embodiments
of the present invention have been described in detail, it
should be understood that the various changes, substitutions,
and alterations could be made hereto without departing from
the spirit and scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A storage control apparatus, comprising:

a copy processing unit that performs a first copy process of
copying, when receiving a write request targeting on a
write destination address with a copy of a copy source
volume to a copy destination volume being not yet com-
pleted, write data of the write destination address to the
copy destination volume, and that performs a second
copy process, when executing a copy process of an over-
all storage area of the copy source volume, according to
a copy sequence on a management area unit basis of
management areas into which the overall storage area is
segmented; and

a copy sequence resetting unit that resets the copy
sequences on the basis of a reception timing of the write
request received during the second copy process by the
copy processing unit and a write destination address;

wherein the copy sequence resetting unit determines, after
determining the copy sequences, whether the copy
sequences are consecutive and a management area group
with addresses being consecutive exists, and changes,
when the management area group such as this exists,
ranges of the management areas so that the management
area group is dealt with as one management area by the
copy processing unit.

2. The storage control apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the copy sequence resetting unit determines the copy
sequences by determining a time period in which the second
copy process of each management area is performed and
resets the determined copy sequences on the basis of the write
request count of the write requests targeting on the write
destination address belonging to each management area in
every time period in which the second copy process of each
management area is performed.

3. A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
having stored therein a program for causing a computer to
execute a process comprising:

performing a first copy process of copying, when receiving
a write request targeting on a write destination address
with a copy of a copy source volume to a copy destina-
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tion volume being not yet completed, write data of the
write destination address to the copy destination vol-
ume,

performing a second copy process, when executing a copy

process of an overall storage area of the copy source
volume, according to a copy sequence on a management
area unit basis of management areas into which the
overall storage area is segmented; and

resetting the copy sequences on the basis of a reception

timing of the write request received during the second
copy process and a write destination address;

wherein the resetting determines, after determining the

copy sequences, whether the copy sequences are con-
secutive and a management area group with addresses
being consecutive exists, and changes, when the man-
agement area group such as this exists, ranges of the
management areas so that the management area group is
dealt with as one management area in the second copy
process.

4. The non-transitory computer-readable recording
medium according to claim 3, wherein the resetting deter-
mines the copy sequences by determining a time period in
which the second copy process of each management area is
performed and resets the determined copy sequences on the
basis of the write request count of the write requests targeting
on the write destination address belonging to each manage-
ment area in every time period in which the second copy
process of each management area is performed.

5. A copying method of copying data in a copy source
volume to a copy destination volume, the copying method
comprising:
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performing, by a processor, a first copy process of copying,
when receiving a write request targeting on a write des-
tination address with a copy of a copy source volume to
a copy destination volume being not yet completed,
write data of the write destination address to the copy
destination volume,
performing, by the processor, a second copy process, when
executing a copy process of an overall storage area ofthe
copy source volume, according to a copy sequence on a
management area unit basis of management areas into
which the overall storage area is segmented; and

resetting, by the processor, the copy sequences on the basis
of a reception timing of the write request received during
the second copy process and a write destination address;

wherein the resetting determines, after determining the
copy sequences, whether the copy sequences are con-
secutive and a management area group with addresses
being consecutive exists, and changes, when the man-
agement area group such as this exists, ranges of the
management areas so that the management area group is
dealt with as one management area in the second copy
process.

6. The copying method according to claim 5, wherein the
resetting determines the copy sequences by determining a
time period in which the second copy process of each man-
agement area is performed and resets the determined copy
sequences on the basis of the write request count of the write
requests targeting on the write destination address belonging
to each management area in every time period in which the
second copy process of each management area is performed.
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